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GET TO  
KNOW THE  
REAL CITY

Brno is great in its own way; a lot of stu-
dents, cosy cafés and bistros, decent 
prices, amazing functionalist buildings 
and a perfect public transport system. 
What’s more, the centre of Moravia is not 
flooded with tourists, so you can experi-
ence an authentic Czech city. Brno com-
bines the atmosphere of a big, friendly 
and innovative city with a kind of sleepy 
village feeling 〔where everybody knows 
almost everybody〕. Recently we’ve been 
proud of restoring the city centre and 
Brno has improved gastronomically too. 
Also thanks to that, Brno has ranked high 
in international lists, both as a place to visit 

and as a place to live.

DON’ T SAY  
CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA

Come on guys, it’s been more than 20 
years since Czechoslovakia split into 
two separate and independent states. 
So, please, don’t call us Czechoslovakia, 
we won't appreciate it. 〔By the way, if you 
happen to know that the 1993 separation 
agreement was signed in Vila Tugendhat 
in Brno , you will look smart and make 
us happy!〕 If you still haven’t got used to 
the Czech Republic, good news – we have 

a new short alternative: Czechia!

BELIEVE IN  
THE BLUE  
& WHITE

Fans of Brno’s hockey team, Kome-
ta, are an unusual bunch. An ordinary 
Czech fan cheers only when his team 
is winning, but fans of Kometa cheer 
no matter what is happening on the 
ice rink. Although the official colours 
of the city are red and white, you may 
very well meet a blue and white wave  

in the streets from time to time.

DRINK  
BEER LIKE  

THE CZECHS
When it comes to drinking beer, we are 
very warm and friendly and it is a matter 
of custom to have a celebratory beer on 
every occasion. A beer 〔0.5 ℓ〕is the nor-
mal size. The head 〔foam on the top〕 is 
a traditional part of a well-poured Czech 
beer. The best quality of beer tends to be 
in pubs  but it’s absolutely okay 〔and 
local〕 to have a beer in a restaurant or 
café. When we want to go for a beer we

START  
PARTYING  

IN TIME
If you want to meet locals and experience 
Brno’s real nightlife, we recommend start-
ing at about 1800 or 2000. We usually start 
in a pub or a café with a beer or a glass 
of wine. We really like just sitting with a 
bunch of friends, chatting about life and 
being ironic. In fact, a lot of times we sit 
like that till closing-time and then we try 
to catch the right night bus home. Alterna-
tively, we may move to one of the crowd-
ed clubs and then, with the help of alcohol 
in our blood, we become dancing beasts.

FORGET  
ABOUT  
TAXIS

Use public transport instead! Night trans-
port especially is legendary in Brno. There 
is a unique system of night buses 〔called 
“rozjezd“〕, that leave every hour from 
2300 to 0500 to every part of the city from 
“Hlavní nádraží” 〔main train station〕. It may 
happen that you talk to random people 
and get yourself into situations you’ve 
seen only in movies; rather a contrast to 
the rather cold and antisocial journeys 
you normally experience during the day.

EXPERIENCE  
THE  

CONTRAST
Around 100,000 people disappear from 
Brno every Christmas, and a number in 
summer too, which sometimes leads to 
shorter opening hours for some bars, 
pubs, cafés, restaurants... and yeah, it is 
a big deal in our relatively small city. And 
where the hell do they go? Home. Brno 
seems really empty and sad without its 
usual mass of lively students who are an 
important part of Brno’s life and culture.
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	 MARKET  
	 WITH TRADITION6
The market at Zelný trh has been there every single 
day 〔except in winter and on Sundays〕 since the 13�� 
century. You can buy seasonal fruits, vegetables, 
and flowers. Or have a truly divine scoop at the  
božský kopeček. The old-school ice cream van sells 
vegan ice cream with very unconventional flavours like 
lavender blueberry, mojito, or poppy seed. The market 
will remind you of the old times when merchants still 
knew their customers by name. However it is not just 
for old ladies with poodles, young locals shop here as 
well. Come in the morning because the best stands 

close in the early afternoon. 
Zelný trh / Mon to Fri 700—1800; Sat 700—1400

          〔Let’s go for one.〕 In reality, one is    
    never enough, so if someone invites   

   you “Na jedno” expect at least three.
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1918			   University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences 		
			   was founded
1919			�   big Brno was created – by joining neighbouring towns and 

villages it expanded its area 7 times 
1919			   masaryk University and Mendel University were founded
the 20s & 30s		  �building development → Brno became one of the main 

centres of functionalism in central Europe 〔for architecture 
lovers we recommend www.bam.brno.cz〕

1928			   brno Exhibition Centre was opened
1930			   Vila Tugendhat was built 
1936–1940		  brno Reservoir was built

	 ŠPILAS1
This castle from the middle of the 13th century 
was initially built to protect the city, but under the 
Habsburgs 〔in the 1830�〕 Špilberk 〔or Špilas as we 
call it〕 was turned into a prison. Today it serves as  
a museum and is usually promoted for its dungeons 
and torture exhibition. Sounds boring? Take a walk 
around the castle instead and find the hidden pagoda 
where you can get a whiff of the Starobrno brewery. 
Ask the locals if you can join them at a game of boules 
and sit back with a bottle of wine on the brick walls 

〔good for long conversations over a long drop!〕.

	 TRADITIONAL  
	 FOOD & PRODUCE2
All the products you can find in Dobrej špajz are made 
in the Czech Republic: from cheese and sausages to 
tea and chocolate. We recommend buying some fruit 

preserve or paté as a souvenir.
Pekařská 2 / Mon to Fri 730—1830; Sat 800—1200 

	 CZECH SNACK FOR €3
There can’t be any proper Czech celebration without 
“chlebíčky” 〔open sandwiches〕. The best and freshest 
ones in Brno are in a small family buffet called Ema. 
You must definitely try the traditional ham and cheese 
combination on so called “Paris salad” 〔mayonnaise-
based with pickle and salami〕, then it is up to your 
taste. Are you having a meeting or a date, or visiting 
somebody? A box of open sandwiches will definitely 

open the doors and hearts of the locals for you.
Pekařská 4 / Mon to Fri 630—1830; Sat 800—1100

	 QUEER NIGHT LIFE4
If you are looking for places where the LGTB com-
munity meets, visit one of the places at Pekařská or 
Husova Street. Start at the but bar 4A where you 
can try various drinks and quality wine at their original 
bar. Then continue to the Lemon Music Club 4b,  
a cozy club where the DJ will play really anything you 

ask for.
but bar Husova 8a 4A / Mon to Thu 1800—200;  
Fri to Sat 1800—300; Sun 1800—100 
Lemon music club Pekařská 7 4b / Mon to Thu closed;  
Fri to Sat 2000—0500

	 FEED THE BEAT5
Until recently the local house scene had to wander 
around 〔partly〕 illegal village festivals, but then the 
Vibe Club opened and with it deep house, tech house 
and nu-disco have also started flowing into Brno. We 
recommend going there on Fridays and Saturdays at 
around midnight – it isn’t always completely crowded 
then. This minimalistic cellar is more fit for enjoying the 
music than for a beer crawl, and people often stay in 

an electronic trance till the morning.
Starobrněnská 20 / Wed 2200—500; Fri to Sat 2200—700

	 GOURMET MARKET7
At last, Tržnice brno was opened in summer 2017. This 
covered market still looks a bit empty, but both locals 
and sellers are slowly finding their way here. On the 
ground floor next to the mirror wall, there are bakeries, 
bistros and cafés – we recommend sweet tooths to 
Cupcakekárna and tired-out tourists to the sofas and 
lounges of Jazzová kavárna Podobrazy. The first floor is 
dedicated to souvenirs for gourmets – spices, cheese, 
sausages, beer. Take a draught of one and enjoy the 
view of the courtyard with the old town hall tower, and 
Zelný trh. The second floor has remained a kind of city 
of ghosts, but some regular events have started up 〔like 
a flea market every first Saturday of the month〕. If you 
are broke, at least enjoy the free toilet or the view from 
the terrace on the third floor 〔use the lift on the right or 

the stairs on the right side of the building〕.
Zelný trh 14–16 / Mon to Sat 700—2200

	 CULINARY AQUARIUM15
Even the biggest foodies will meet their needs here – 
Akvárna has an open kitchen, so waiting for your food 
is fun and you can see that it is fun also for the chefs. 
One of them is also the owner himself so great care is 
assured as well. I recommend tajine with couscous 
〔from the year-round menu〕 and beer from Brno 
brewery Kočovný Kozi, or homemade ginger ale. There 
is also a seasonal menu changing each day and week 
so be prepared to be surprised. Anyway, in-tune tastes 

and perfectly served dishes are granted.
Vachova 4 / Mon to Thu 1100—2300; Fri + Sat 1100—000

 

	 ALL IN 116
Is it a café, a bistro or a bar? 4pokoje 〔4rooms〕 is all 
combined into one and tied together in a retro-inspired 
interior – the long, curved bar, the signature pink neon 
sign “Láska” 〔love〕, the comfy red upholstered couch 
seats, the changing, moody lighting. The menu is also 
exceptional – you don’t just come here for delicious 
lunch or coffee, but also Eggs Benny, pancakes, 
hot dogs, termix 〔cacao cheese dessert〕, their own 
“Zázračná!”™ lemonade 〔“Miraculous!”〕, or custom-
made drinks. Whatever you order, whenever you visit 
〔they only close for a couple of hours a day〕, you're 

bound to feel super cool – like you’re in a movie...
Vachova 6 / Mon + Tue 700—300; Wed + Thu 700—400;  
Fri + Sat 700—500; Sun 800—300

	 THAT SPACE BEHIND  
	 THE PLATE GLASS17
Kabinet Múz has become a catch-all music and 
performing arts centre for the whole of the Brno 
alternative scene. Here, we’ve already experienced 
proper EDM, a masterclass from a pornstar, post-
punk, futuristic anime projection and socio-political 
provocative theatre. One of the few places in the city 
which regularly hosts interesting electronic-whatever-

music from foreign artists.
Sukova 4 / Mon to Fri 1100—200; Sat 1800—200

	 NEVER DESERTED18
Tucked away behind the entrance to a former nuclear 
bunker, Desert provides a welcome refuge well 
after midnight. Many of us have tried to solve our 
existential crises here. Young musicians tear their first 
guitar strings, new students at the Theatre Academy 
read their pornographic stories, and there are even, 
bizarrely, protestant church services on the second 

Sunday of every month.
Rooseveltova 11 / Mon to Tue 1600—200; Fri 1600—300 
Sat 1800—300; Sun 1800—100

	 BACK TO  
	 THE JAZZ AGE19
If Jay Gatsby visited Brno, he would definitely go to 
bar, který neexistuje: backlit shelves full of alcoholic 
drinks found nowhere else in Brno, signature cocktails, 
tasty burgers 〔try the mini ones!〕, staff in classic 
uniforms and leather sofas in the bathrooms... but 
you’ll probably be seated somewhere other than there! 
Some people find it a bit pretentious, but prices are 

fair – around 150 CZK for a cocktail.
Dvořákova 1 / Sun to Tue 1700—200;  
Wed to Thu 1700—300; Fri to Sat 1700—400

	 STAND UP IN PRAISE  
	 OF BEER!20
Until recently this square wasn’t very special. Then 
they opened Výčep na stojáka 〔“na stojáka” = 
standing up〕, which was soon ranked the best pub in 
the Czech Republic. In summer, the square is so full 
of people that no-one thinks twice about cramming 
themselves next to the fountain, or nestling between 
strangers on the kerb. The best Czech beers from 
regional micro-breweries are on rotation here – 
Chotěboř, Stojácké poupě and  Beskydský ležák, to 
name just a few. Try some beer snacks off the menu – 
such as ‘Talian’: an old Czech goody with sausages.

Běhounská 16 / Mon to Fri 1200—000; Sat to Sun 1700—000

	 CINEMA WITH A SOUL21
Cinema Scala is a cinema with a long history, 
nowadays owned by Masaryk University. But don’t 
worry, there are all kinds of movies – from artistic and 
student ones to blockbusters. Support the University 
and their cinema by buying a cool t-shirt or a bag in  
Scalanterie shop and drink coffee at Café bar Scala. 
For a real Czech experience: grab a beer inside when 
you go to see a movie! For English check the program:  

〔kinoscala.cz/en/program〕. Cinema is dog friendly.

	 HANDMADE SPOT22
Why shop original gift and design online when you 
have Place Store? They have handmade clothes, 
jewellery, bags, cosmetics, notebooks, pictures, and 
cups and mugs. Everything made by independent 
designers who can rent a shelf or a whole rack in the 
shop. You don't have much time and are searching 
for an original souvenir with Brno on it? Ask for the 

“NositBrno” 〔WearBrno〕 collection.
Moravské náměstí 4 / Mon to Fri 900—1900; Sat 1000—1600

	 HIP COURTYARD10
These are three unique premises connected through 
a courtyard. Trojka is associated – by us – with 
nostalgia from our secondary school years; however, 
we still feel comfy there even now. Two worlds meet 
at the next courtyard gallery: downstairs, U Poutníka, 
you’ll get beer 〔don’t even try to order anything else if 
you don’t want to be scorned〕 from a well coordinated 
group of old mates, while upstairs, there is the 
residence of the Café Alfa, Mecca of artsy types. All 
in all, in the summer months it’s a melting pot which 

will swallow you up.
Trojka Dominikánská 9 / Mon to Thu 1000—100; 

Fri 1000—200; Sat 1400—100; Sun 1400—000

U Poutníka Starobrněnská 18 / Every day 1400—000

Café Alfa Starobrněnská 16 / Mon to Fri 1000—000;  

Sat to Sun 1500—2300

	 THE COCK CLOCK11
The controversial Brno clock is apparently a reference 
to the year 1645 when Brno was besieged by the 
Swedes. As one legend has it, the Swedish general 
Torstenson boasted that Brno would be conquered 
by noon, otherwise his army would leave. So the good 
people of Brno rang the bells of Petrov Cathedral an 
hour early 〔at 1100〕 and saved the city with this cunning 
trick. The artwork divides opinion: it is supposed to 
be a clock but people usually call it a phallus, a 
dildo or a rocket. Don’t be surprised if you can’t tell 
what the time is. Most of us don’t really know how 
it works either. Don’t forget to be there at 1100 every 
day to listen to the chimes and see a glass ball 〔with 
the little city flag inside〕 drop from inside. As only 
one ball comes out a day, some people get there at  
10 o’clock, put their hands in, and wait for a whole 
hour! Bit of a pain when it rains... Every New Year’s Eve 
the phallus is wrapped in a huge condom-like cover to 

protect it from errant fireworks.

	 LET’ S DANCE12
Metro Music bar is a good place to slip into your 
dancing shoes and get to know the multicultural side 
of Brno life, as it is teeming with students and expats. 
There’s live music almost every day. Entrance is mostly 
between 100 and 200 CZK. Fridays are reserved 
for “Friday Night Fever” parties 〔70 CZK〕 with the 
legendary crazy local DJ Schaff who loves leaping 

from table to table. 
Poštovská 6, Alfa Passage / Tue to Sat 1900—500

	 TICK YOUR BREAKFAST13
There is a witty system of ordering your breakfast: 
you get a marker and a menu in which you tick what 
you want to eat and drink 〔we recommend blueberry 
waffle〕. Kafec is probably the most popular place 
for breakfast in Brno, so it is really crowded during 
weekends 〔people really book their table〕. Anyway, 
it's definitely worth it to come anytime for a quality 
espresso made from 15 grams of coffee, or filtered 

coffee.
Orlí 16 / Mon to Fri 800—2000; Sat to Sun 900—2000

	 HAND MADE  
	 BREAD & PASTRIES14
There is a tradition that we – Slavs – welcome visitors 
with bread and salt. You can buy traditional Czech-
style bread in the small bakery bílovická pekárna. 
Everything is handmade, baked in a traditional way 
without flavour enhancers. Try the pastries called 
“Buchta” or “Koláč” as well; there are three traditional 
fillings: “tvaroh” 〔curd cheese〕, “ořech” 〔nuts〕 and 
“mák” 〔poppy seed: which is – for Czech people 
surprisingly - illegal in many places around the world〕. 
“Rohlík” is our version of a French baguette, just 

smaller and less crunchy. 
Kobližná 16 / Mon to Fri 600—1800

	    HORSE, GIRAFFE & BALLFIE
	  -EVERYTHING AT ONCE23
The cock clock  was not enough for Brno. 
We wanted more! That's why there is a statue of  
Jost of Moravia on his horse 〔rumours say he was 
actually afraid of them〕 in the centre. The icon in the 
map will help you find where to look and how to take 
a ballfie 〔yes, that's a concept, google it〕 of gigantic 

proportions!

	 JAMMING JAMU24
Under the Janáček Academy of Music and Perfor-
ming Arts in Brno 〔JAMU〕, you'll find Music Lab. 
This young students' club is dedicated to jazz and 
funk performance and jam sessions. It’s one of those 
clubs where you have to solve an IQ puzzle to find out 

the right door for the toilets.
Opletalova 1 / Mon to Thu 1200—230;  
Fri to Sat 1700—230; Sun 1700—000

	 EVEN MORE BEER25
A perfect place to buy a typical souvenir from the 
Czech Republic: beer! Pivotéka U Modrého lva is  
a small shop with bottled beers from microbreweries 
like Harrach, Zubr, Kocour, or the family business 
brewery Matuška. Ask also about local beers:  

Lucky Bastard and Hauskrecht. 
Česká 19 / Mon to Fri 900—1900; Sat 900—1600

	 NUCLEAR SHELTER  
	 & SODA WATER26
This shelter was used by the public during the 
bombing of the last two years of WW2; however, 
after the Communist takeover in 1948, it was secretly 
rebuilt as a nuclear shelter for local Communist elites, 
codenamed 10-Z, and is opened to the public now. 
You can choose from an audiovisual tour without 
a guide 〔150 CZK〕, and an 〔even more interesting〕 
evening tour with a guide and torch 〔260 CZK〕. Why 
not start and/or finish the tour in the local milk bar 
with a retro-style menu? We recommend soda water 
and “chlebíčky” 〔open sandwiches〕.  Evening guided 
tours in English every Saturday at 19:00 and you can 

book them at https://ticbrno.cz/node/3668.
Opposite Husova 12 / Tue to Sun 1130—1815

	 STUDENT CLASSIC27
Many locals agree that Cafe Podnebi has the nicest 
summer terrace of all pubs and restaurants in the 
city. So if you find a free table in summer, consider 
yourself really lucky! The location nearby several 
university faculties make it very attractive all year 
long, and so does the versatility of the place. It offers 
breakfast 〔till 1400!〕, soup during lunchtime, desserts, 
different snacks and all kind of drinks 〔such as beer, 
hot chocolate or lemonades〕, you can spend the 

whole day there if you like. 
Údolní 5 / Mon to Fri 800—000; Sat to Sun 900—000

	 HIDDEN GARDEN  
	 FULL OF TASTES28
Probably the best lunch menu – given the price and 
the quality – in Brno. If you sit in the right place in 
this looks-like-a-Buddhist-psychiatrist’s-flat bar, you 
can see the cooks at Zahrada Ambrosia rustling up 
some old Czech classic for lunch, an unusual veggie 
dish or, indeed, a one-type-of-veg main course! 

Definitely worth fighting for a table in the summer. 
Údolní 37 / Mon to Fri 1030—2230; Sun 1130—2200

PRACTICAL 
INFO

brno tourist info
 at radnická 8 

April to September	  �          Mon to Fri	 830—1800
		              Sat + Sun	 900—1800
October to March	            Mon to Fri	 900—1800
		              Sat + Sun	 900—1700

 +  at Panenská 1                    Daily 	 900—1800
 +   at Hlavní nádraží            Daily 	 900—1700
 at Špilberk                         Tue to Sun 	 900—1630

Visit gotobrno.cz/en/ to find out more about the current 
events, buy the brnoPAS tourist card or download  
the tourist brochures.

Meeting points
marked with  around 1900 or 2000 these places  
are quite crowded 〔especially at weekends〕 → can be 
difficult to spot your people
❶ �→ the main train station 〔“NÁDR”〕  

→ main tram 〔and night bus〕 hub
❷ → Česká 〔“ČÁRA”〕
❸ → the cock clock on náměstí Svobody 
❹ → sculpture of Jošt Moravský  

Tips
not included in the price → leave about 5%—10% 
→ we round up the price → but all depends on your 
happiness with the service 〔up to 15%〕

Smoking noT allowed
smoking inside public buildings  

〔restaurants, theatres, cinemas,...〕 is banned

Payment by card
☑ → supermarkets, shops
☐ → some restaurants, cafés, pubs, tourist classics

Food shops
if you want to prepare your own dish or snack → names 
of supermarkets: Albert, billa, Tesco, Lidl, Kaufland, 
Penny market + small local chainstores: okay, brněnka

Alco-behaviour
streets, public transport, parks → drinking alcohol 
officially not allowed 〔but, actually, we do drink in parks〕 
in bars and at pub/restaurant terraces → you can 
drink whatever you want → 18+ 〔summer terraces 
usually close at 2200 – quiet night hours〕

brno Free Walking tours
Guided tours via the most famous attractions and 
legends as well as hidden spots. All guides work for 
voluntary tips only.
In-season 〔May to September〕 starting every day at 
1100 〔90 min〕 at 
Off-season and different start times on demand.

TRAVEL 
INFO

Public Transport
TICKETS
cash	 → �yellow ticket machines 〔at some tram 

stops〕, newsagent’s shops, from the 
driver 〔slightly more expensive〕

card 	→  �yellow ticket machines at Hlavní Nádraží 
and Malinovského náměstí stops

sms 	→  �be warned → Czech SIM cards only! → 
number 90206: text “BRNO” 〔29 CZK/ 75 
min〕 or text “BRNO20” 〔20 CZK/ 20 min〕 
or text “BRNOD” 〔99CZK/ 24 hours〕

app 	→  �“sejf” 〔android & iPhone〕 → be warned → 
user unfriendly! 〔but it does work for non-
Czech SIM cards〕

PrICES
single ticket system for trams, trolley-buses and buses
15 min → 20 CZK
60 min → 25 CZK
90 min → 27 CZK
24 hours → 90 CZK
5-day → 250 CZK

bicycle rentals
rekola mobile app → communal pink bikes available 
on the streets 〔March to November〕 → user friendly – 
www.rekola.cz    Velonet – pilot project of bikeshar-
ing in Brno, many racks with bikes in the city centre → 
29 CZK/hour, 260 CZK/month, for more information: 
www.velonet.cz    rentbike.cz → Dominikánské 
náměstí 6/7 → mountain bikes, scooters → Open daily 
900—1100 and 1700—1900 or call +420 776 76 77 75 to 
get what you need, when you need it    cycle map → 
http://www.brnonakole.cz/cyklomapa-brna/

To The next City
public transport schedules → idos.cz or mobile app 
"Jízdní řády"      national and international coaches 
→ https://jizdenky.regiojet.cz

To The Airport
only 20 minutes from the station → �buy the 60 min ticket  

 for public transport
Bus ⑦⑥ → from 530 until 2330 → �from the main train station  

 every half hour 〔00/30〕
Bus N❽❾ → at night → �from the same point  

 every hour, on the hour

weekends → you can use a single 
24 hours ticket for 2 people 

long-term pass → DPMB office at 
Novobranská 18 〔closed on Sun〕

� MARIANA

� BARBORA

In 2018, it has been 100 years since the 
birth of the Czechoslovak Republic. Tomáš 
G. Masaryk, the “Father of the Nation” was 
a horse lover, sociologist and abstinent – 
in short a very atypical Czech politician 
who in his free time during WW1 handled 
all the formalities whilst in exile to form the 
modern Czechoslovak democracy 〔1918〕 
and to separate from the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire after 300 years of their suprema-
cy. We've only been the Czech Republic 

for the last 25 years 〔see Act like a local〕, 
but we really like to commemorate the 
so-called First republic era (1918–1938). 
Czechoslovakia was one of the wealthiest 
countries in Europe at that time. Unfortu-
nately, later it went a bit wrong with the 
German occupation 〔1938–1945〕 and then 
during the communist era 〔1948-1989〕. 
Anyway, during the First Republic the 
country was super cool and the era has 
also quite influenced today’s face of Brno: 

	 EAT, DRINK & CHILLOUT  
	 IN ANCIENT STYLE8
Middle Eastern cuisine, interior inspired by the ancients, 
plus bird chirping as a bonus – that is café and wine 
bar Café Pilát. It will definitely calm you down with the 
opportunity to eat and drink half-lying on the sofas in 
the interior full of green tones, plants and birds. What's 
more, their summer terrace on the beautiful square 
Kapucínském náměstí offers one of the best views of 

the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul.
Kapucínské náměstí 7 / Daily  800—000

	 WHAT LURKS UNDER  
	 THE GROUND?9
The labyrinth of Brno underground dates from the 
medieval cellars. Nowadays, every other drain in 
the historic city centre leads to the underground 
labyrinth, which is used by many local daredevils 
to bring out their inner mole under cover of 
night. They sometimes crawl out accompanied 
by the municipal police. A safer, but not very 
exciting possibility is an air-conditioned tour of 
the Labyrinth underneath Zelný Trh 9A and  
the Mint Master’s Cellar 9b. It’s better, however, 
to visit the ossuary of St. James’ Church 9C. 
It is a place where the remains of 50,000 victims of 
the plague, cholera and the Swedish siege in the 
17��century were placed when there was no more 

room in the cemetery.
Labyrinth underneath Zelný Trh Zelný Trh 21 9A /  
Tue to Sun 900—1800
Mint Master’s Cellar Dominikánské náměstí 1 9b /  
Wed to Mon 930—1800
ossuary of St. James’ Church Jakubské náměstí 9c / 
Tue to Sun 930—1800
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moravské
námestí

osvobozené
sady

denisovy
sadyŠTATL

CITYCENTR E

cálovat
Prígl
chálka
love
krygl
mařka
šalina
prča
štatl
cajzl
kalit škopky

[tsa:lovat]
[Priglǝ]
[cha:lka]
[love]
[kriglǝ]
[mashka]
[shalina]
[prcha]
[shtatlǝ]
[caizlǝ]
[kalit shkopki]

to pay
Brno Dam
food
money
pint of beer
woman
tram
fun
city centre
inhabitant of Prague
drink beer

hantec  dictionary



ART
1  FAIT GALLErY next to Vankovka 

Shopping Mall, placed in an old factory. 
It mainly focuses on Czech and Central 
European artists from the 20th and 21st 

centuries. Free entry.
Ve Vaňkovce 2 
Tue to Sat 1100—1800

2  Gallery of architecture (Galerie 
Architektury) Mostly temporary exhibitions 
about Czech and foreign architects and 

their work. See galeriearchitektury.cz  
Starobrněnská 18 
Tue to Sun 1000—1800

3  Pražák Palace (Pražákův palác) 
Take a slide to art (literally!). Offers two 
permanent exhibitions: ART IS HERE: New 
Art (Czech art after 1945) and Modern Art 
(showing Czech Modernism and inter-war-
avant-garde), both for free. For temporary 

exhibitions, check moravska-galerie.cz 
Husova 18 
Wed 1000—1800; Thu 1000—1900;  
Fri to Sun 1000—1800

BEER
These places primarily serve beer. There is al-
ways a choice of at least three brands from 
Czech breweries and selected foreign micro-
breweries. Ochutnávková pivnice and JBM Brew 
Lab Pub generally offer the biggest variety; 
Lucky Bastard shouldn’t be missed by ale lovers, 
but we recommend going on a beer tour and 

trying them all one after another!

1  �Pivnice na Šrébráku  
Jugoslávská 34 
Mon to Sat 1600—000; Sun 1600—2200

2  �ochutnávková pivnice  
Lidická 10 
Mon to Fri 1500—000; Sat to Sun 1600—000

3  ��jbM brew Lab Pub  
Grohova 17 
Daily 1600—000 

4  �Zastávka  
Úvoz 78 
Mon to Fri 1500—100; Sat 1600—100;  
Sun 1600—000

5  �Lucky bastard beerhouse  
Bratří Čapků 8 
Mon to Sat 1700—000

6  �U Alberta  
Pellicova 10 
Daily 1500—2345

7  �Pub u dvou přátel  
Dominikánská 11 
Daily 1600—100

WINE
Yes, the Czech Republic is about beer, but you are 
in south Moravia – the region of vineyards! So 
definitely try local kinds such as Pálava (named 
after a lovely wine area on the border with 
Austria) or Neronet. If the weather is nice, ask 
the staff for a take-away version in a plastic 
bottle and take it into one of the parks. You may 
be surprised how quickly 1.5 litres, (which is the 

typical volume for taking away) disappears. 

1  �Staré hory  
Drobného 10 
Mon to Sat 1600—2200

2  �Vinárium  
Starobrněnská 13 
Mon to Fri 1600—2200; Sat 1700—2200

3  �Sklípeček  
Žižkova 2 
Mon to Fri 1500—2200; Sat 1500—2000

4  �U rybníčku  
Štefánikova 19a 
Mon to Thu 1300—2300; Fri 1100—000;  
Sat 1500—000; Sun 1500—2200

5  �justWInE tipPosh 
Dvořákova 1 
Mon to Thu 1300—0100; Fri 1300—200;  
Sat 1600—200; Sun 1600—000

COFFEE
Cafés are everywhere in Brno. But these offer 
the highest quality coffee from the best local 
and worldwide sources, they have well-trained 
baristas, and also offer excellent espresso as 
well as alternative coffee styles like filter, 

cold drip and others.
 

1  �Monogram Espresso bar  
Kapucínské náměstí 12 
Mon to Fri 830—1830; Sat 1000—1700

2  �CoFfeE Fusion  
Jánská 25 
Mon to Fri 900—2000

3  �Punkt.  
Bayerova 7 
Mon to Fri 800—2200; Sat to Sun 1300—2000 

4  �SKøG Urban Hub  
Dominikánské náměstí 5 
Mon to Thu 800—100; Thu 800—200;  
Sat 1000—200; Sun 1200—2200 

5  �Industra CoFfEe  
Masná 9 
Wed to Sat 1300—1900; Sun 1000—1900 

6  �V Melounovém cukru 
Františkánská 17 
Tue to Fri 800—2100; Sat 900—2000;  
Sun 1000—2000

fléda

Jacob

Eleven

mitte

Eleven

mitte
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	 PANCAKE PLACE29
The best pancakes in Brno are definitely those from 
the comics pancake place called Panksy. If you have  
a sweet tooth, go for a pancake with homemade 
nutella, curd cheese and nuts, or salted caramel and 
kiwi. But savoury fillings are top as well! Such as the 
one with homemade pâté and cranberries, or brynza 

〔traditional Slovak sheep cheese〕, or bolognese.
Jaselská 17 / Mon to Fri 900—2300;  
Sat 1000—2300; Sun 1000—2000

	 SLOW FASHION30
Dreams of truly original souvenirs have come true: 
these three tiny shops, almost next to each other, all 
sell independent Czech and Slovak brands. Giftshop  
Je tu Milo offers wooden toys, stationery and jewellery. 
restart specializes in young and fresh fashion 
brands – ask for the really Brno brand HUHU and  
Step Shop Brno is all about minimalist design clothes 
and accessories. The atmosphere is very relaxed and 

nobody minds when you look without buying.
Je tu Milo Veveří 4 / Tue to Fri 1000—1800; Sat 1000—1300
restart Veveří 10 / Mon to Fri 900—1800
Step shop Veveří 12 / Mon 1100—1500; Tue to Fri 1100—1700

	 SUGAR POINT31
If you want to try some of the old-fashioned Czech 
sweets such as “větrník”, “indiánek” or “rakvička” 
〔google them〕, go to the Cukrářství Martinák cake 
shop: they use the old-fashioned ingredients of real 
butter, eggs, flour and love… If you feel rather modern, 
go for the popular macaroons and cheesecakes. It 
seems that the less space they have, the more care 

they give to their products. 
Veveří 14 / Mon to Fri 1000—1900; Sat to Sun 1200—1800

	 BEER WALL STREET32
Wanna feel like the Wolf of Wall Street? Come to  
Pivní burza 〔Beer stock exchange〕 and fight for the 
lowest price! Each table has a tablet, where you watch 
the prices of the beer change – they change every 
minute based on consumption. A little bit of adrenaline 

when drinking beer? Why not? 
Jánská 16 A  Veveří 21 b / Mon to Sat 1500—100

	 STARGAZING  
	 ON COW HILL33
Every single sunny day, the park is crowded with 
sunbathing students and grannies; an ideal spot for 
frisbee, picnics, and relaxing. Snowy? Hire a sledge 
and go for a ride! Starry night? Visit the observatory 
and planetarium at the top of the hill 〔it’s better to book 
tickets a few days in advance〕. At Kraví hora 〔literally 
Cow hill〕, there is also a swimming pool with a view of 
the city 〔especially pleasant in the evening – usually 
open till 2200〕. You can also walk  around the grand 

villas of Tůmova and Heinrichova streets.

	 PICNIC TIME34
This café-in-a-park with the fitting name of Piknik box, 
is quite minimalist: in one shipping container are the 
smiling staff 〔which is almost the only thing you can 
see through the window〕 preparing coffee, tea and 
desserts; in the other there are nice toilets, plus you 
find a few places to sit with blankets under the pergola 

〔and many more in the park around〕. 
Björnsonův sad / Mon to Fri 1000—1800;  
Sat to Sun 1100—1800; in wintertime check their FB page

	 ABSINTHE DENS35
There is 〔are〕 no other place〔s〕 in Brno with such 
an impressive collection of absinthe. It is served 
traditionally – the method with a fountain. But don’t 
expect anything fancy, naproti 〔meaning “opposite”〕 
and Naproti 〔yes, on the other side〕 are mainly 
influenced by surrealistic naughty street-art in a brick 
cellar. If you want to try absinthe from a Czech family 
distillery, order something from Žufánek. A vaporizer is 
available also for those  who have missed the opening 

time 420.
Jana Uhra 3 / Mon to Sat 1900—100
Jana Uhra 4 / Mon to Fri 1000—000; Sat to Sun 1620—000

	 THE RIGHT CUP OF TEA36
If you want to enjoy the best quality, pleasant 
atmosphere and the right service, try the tearooms  
Cesta čaje 36A or Probuzený slon 36b. You can’t 
make a mistake with energizing Pu-Erh or sweet Data 

Masala to soothe your mind.
Cesta čaje Novobranská 10 36A /  
Mon to Fri 1000—2130; Sat 1300—2130 
Probuzený Slon Bratří Čapků 14 36b / 
Mon to Fri 1111—2222; Sat to Sun 1414—2222

	 THE MAGICAL PLACE37
Over the years this place has been a cemetery, a zoo,  
a botanical garden and finally ended up as a park 
by the name of Tyršův Sad. It has flowerbeds with 
labelling for the blind. This cute shortcut between 
Kounicova and Botanická street is the only park in Brno 

that is locked at night. 
Tyršův Sad / Every day 600—2300
	
	 TRADITIONAL  
	 CZECH CUISINE38
If you want to get an idea of what traditional Czech 
cuisine is, Hostinec U Semináru is the place to go. 
Start with the oxtail broth 〔52 CZK〕, followed by a main 
course of Old-style Czech sirloin in cream sauce with 
dumplings and cranberry 〔176 CZK〕. You won’t have 
room for dessert, believe us. But definitely try the 
splendid Pilsner beer 〔from tanks rather than barrels〕 
and enjoy the atmosphere of interwar Czechoslovakia. 
Smetanova 30 / Mon to Thu 1100—2300; 
 Fri 1100—000; Sat 1200—2300; Sun 1200—2200

	 GASTROPUB39
If you are more interested in great food than fancy 
interiors, this is the place for you. At U Sajmona pod 
Hájkem they have only six dishes, which change from 
time to time, but “Prostě burger” is for good reason 
always on. You can get more Czech-style food as well 
as Czech lemonade called Zonka 〔which reminds us 
of our childhood〕 or a perfectly-tapped Czech beer 
Chotěboř. This is one of the pubs where you can 
choose the level of foam on your beer 〔just follow 
the guide on the board〕. Try a slice of bread with 
“tvarůžky” as well 〔Czech matured cheese〕 while 

waiting for your meal.
Botanická 28 / Mon to Fri 1600—000; Sat to Sun 1700—2300

	 A PIECE OF ITALY  
	 IN BRNO40
There’s a rumour going around among locals that 
the best pizza in Brno is made in this tiny bistro  
La Speranza. The key of their fame probably lies in thin 
dough and real Italian ingredients – you see, the bistro 
is owned by Tuscan family. There are only a few mini 
tables but most of the customers buy a piece of pizza 

to go 〔30–45 CZK〕, anyway.
Lidická 32 / Mon to Thu 900—2200; Fri 900—2300; Sat 1000—2300

	 IT’S THE PARK41
Runners everywhere! Dogs just behind them! Lužánky 
Park is an oasis of calm countryside right in the city 
centre. Even though dogs can run free here, don’t be 
afraid to sit on the grass and have a picnic, smoke 
some sheesha, balance on a slack-line, throw a frisbee 
around or play drunk hide-and-seek in the trees. If you 
need to warm up or feel like having a beer or visiting 

a concert, check café and restaurant Ponava 41A 
Lužánecká 3 41A / Mon to Fri 1100—2300; Sat 1200—2300;  
Sun 1200—2100

	 UNDERGROUND  
	 CULTURE42
Imagine a place which combines a bar, theatre, 
concerts, lectures and even more. Hard to picture 
it? Check yourself into the truly multicultural Artbar 
Druhý pád. There is a pub where we recommend their 
“panák pro otrlé” 〔shot for hard-bitten ones〕 or step 
into the big open-spaced room where their own punk 
theatre-group might be playing, pub quiz or B-movies 
night going on. Entry price is voluntary. And it is really 

underground, as the whole place is in the cellar.
Štefánikova 1 / Mon to Thu 1800—100; Fri to Sat 1800—300

	 THE MOTHER  
	 OF BRNO CLUBS43
The №1 club in the city with a one-hundred-year his-
tory started as a Vienna-style cabaret venue. At the 
beginning of the 21�� century, Fléda was the first club in 
Brno to host world-famous DJs and bands. They host 
all different genres from hip hop to metal. If you’re not 

sure what to do, go to Fléda.
Štefánikova 24 / Every day approx. from 2000

	 VILLA 1.044
It is not a coincidence that Villa Tugendhat  
neighbours with this villa’s allotment. The owners, 
the Löw-Beers, were the parents of Greta Tugendhat. 
Visually, the two villas are completely different:  
Villa Löw-beer is full of ornaments which were a 
crime for functionalist architects. However, both of 
them had quite a similar fate – during WW2 this villa 
was also confiscated by the Gestapo, and during 
the Communist regime it functioned as a boarding-
house. The villas are now separated by a fence. Not 
many people actually know about the free entry to 
the garden or the café in the villa; it wasn’t opened to 
the public until 2015. You don’t have to book your visit 
and every hour on the hour you can listen to a guided 

introduction 〔Adults: 160 CZK〕.
Drobného 22 / Tue to Sun 1000—1800

	 FROM HERO TO ZERO  
	 (AND HERO AGAIN!)45
If you are reading this when you're already in Brno, 
we’re sorry guys but you need to book a ticket online 
at least 3–4 months in advance to see the inside.  
Why it’s such a popular tourist attraction? Since its 
construction in 1930, the luxurious villa Tugendhat, 
designed by architect Mies van der Rohe, has become 
something of a functionalist superstar. It cost the same 
as 30 ordinary houses at that time. Unbelievable till 
you find out that there is a whole wall from precious 
onyx stone, air-conditioning and a special room for 
fur coats. The irony of fate is that during WW2 it was 
plundered by the Gestapo, after that Russian soldiers 
in 1945 turned it into a stable and the Communists 
into a school. But there is a happy ending: the villa has 
been completely reconstructed and it’s a UNESCO 
heritage site now. You can’t see the villa properly from 
the street but entrance to the garden is 50 CZK without 
reservation. And you can also see Villa Tugendhat for 

free from the garden of Villa Löw-Beer .
Černopolní 45 / Mar – Dec: Tue to Sun 1000—1800;  
Jan – Feb: Wed to Sun 900—1700

	 TWO VEGETARIAN  
	 STARS IN ONE STREET46
oáza is a humble canteen where you eat standing or 
order takeaway. If you are broke and your stomach 
aches, this is the right place! Tip: get the “hrachová 
kaše” 〔peas pudding〕 or tortilla. VegalIté is a step up 
– it even has chairs! The prices are still friendly though. 
Enjoy their lunch menu or moussaka in the evening 
and their beer Vegalité or Vegál to the accompaniment 
of punk metal bands from the Czech and international 

underground DIY scene. 
oáza Slovákova 2 / Mon to Fri 730—1800
Vegalité Slovákova 10 / Mon to Fri 1100—100;  
Sat 1600—100

47         DONUT & COFFEE
Recently, loads of donut places popped up in Brno. We 
prefer Kafe & kobliha where they offer mainly Czech-
style donuts 〔no hole inside〕 served in a non-traditional 
way 〔divided and pasted with special filling, e.g. mango 
curd or pina colada〕. Every month there is a new menu 
matching the ingredients and flavours of the season. 
You can take it away or eat on the spot where you can 
also have a game of table football. As a bonus, great 

coffee too.
Pekařská 68 / Mon to Fri 800—1800; Sat to Sun 1200—1800 

	 WHERE HAVE ALL THE  
	 BRNO HIPPIES GONE?48
A little village, hidden in an abandoned quarry close 
to the city centre, was built by factory workers in 
the twenties, and then redesigned in the sixties by 
bohemians to its present cozy artsy-ish state with 
a fence made of wine bottles. Kamenná Kolonie 
nowadays almost has the character of a refuge for 
nostalgic people moving into these narrow streets to 
find a restful space where the old Czech traditions still 
matter 〔you can come to celebrate autumn feasts or the 
beginning of spring〕. In one of the buildings, you will find  
Duckbar, the laid-back heart of “Kamenka” with a 
piano, some old hippies if you’re lucky, and a marinated 

camembert-type cheese called “Hermelín”. 
Kamenná kolonie 10c / Mon to Fri 1600—200;  
Sat to Sun 1400– 200 

	 LUNCH AT GRANDMA’S49
The restaurant U Emila was opened as early as in the 
year 1903 by the wife of the then-owner; she was  
a renowned cook. That's maybe why you still feel that 
the lunch here was prepared with skill and care as if it 
was cooked by your granny. Soup is served in a soup 
bowl, so if you like it, you can take as much as you 
want. Still hungry? For an extra 30% of the price, you'll 
get a double portion. If you are short of sauce, don't 
feel ashamed to ask for more either. The right time for 
coming in is at around 11 – the restaurant is popular 
among everybody from labourers to businessmen, so 

the food disappears quickly.
Hybešova 13 / Mon to Fri 1100—2300

	 STEAMPUNK  
	 SCRAPYARD PUB50   
OK, not actually a scrapyard. Schrott 〔from German: 
scrap metal/junk〕 is a steampunk/industrial music 
bar, with their own brewed beer 〔try Velbloud or  
Helles Bells〕. If you ever wondered what it is like to 
be inside a submarine – to be surrounded by engines, 
handles and pipes used as furniture – this is a place 
to get inspired while drinking good Czech beer. Not 
enough? At the back of the pub, Schrott Gallery is  

a former factory hall full of contemporary art.
Křenová 10 / Mon to Fri 1500—100;  
Sat 1700—100; Sun 1700—000

BRNO VIPS & OTHER BALLS IN
Brno Tourist Starter Kit. Don’t expect more than 
a bit of parks and views, never-boring history 
and taking a ballfie on this basic walk. When 
being alternative is too mainstream for you.

�TERKA

�JANA

� HANKA

�TONDA

�ASIA

BRNOX
The Czech saying “to know something from the 
fast train” means to know almost nothing 
about something. Most of Brno’s citizens know 
the local Bronx, as it is called, only from a tram: 
it goes through the quarter and they don’t get 

off anywhere there.
Vlhká street  is one of the most neglected ones 
in Brno. The facades are mostly battered, some flats 
are occupied by bedbugs and courtyards have been 
turned into dumps. Some locals are eager to show 
you all this. Brnox is famous for its pawn shop network. 
At bazaar – pawnshop – furniture Taureau   
〔Cejl 62〕 you can for example see the widest offer of 
antlers. The street Cejl  turns here – this is a place 
for singing, shouting… Shortly, living. Don’t go to the 
adjacent park, and if you do so, don’t buy anything 
from anybody there! At Cejl 76, the canteen U Vlka  
〔At Wolf〕 lies hidden. You need to pass the tollgate and 
porter’s, find a way through the courtyard and climb 
up the stairs – that’s probably a part of the adventure 
whose highlight is the food. The canteen got to be 
known thanks to appearing in a Czech TV cooking 
show. Something stronger now: a haunted house ! 
Yes, locals believe in ghosts. The house at Vranovská 
4 has six snakes on the facade, so it is a magic 
place! If the ghosts allow you, you can also take a 
photo. At Merhautova 37, there is an elementary  

school & kindergarten  with a programme for 
local socially disadvantaged children. The situation of 
local families is really not sweet nowadays, but that’s 
still nothing compared to the past. During WW2 the 
school used to be a gathering place of Brno’s Jews. 
At night, they were transported by trams to the railway 
station and from there to the concentration camps. 
At Bratislavská 67, there is the Museum of romany 
Culture . there is also the café Beng! owned by 
Mr Danihel. His dream is to open a traditional Roma 
restaurant. If you are hungry again, you can go to  
the grocery Abassi  〔Bratislavská 29〕. Its owner 
used to be a high-ranking official back at home in 
Kabul, but then the Taliban appeared. The owner of 
Afro bar Semba  〔Körnerova 11〕 is also a foreigner. 
He’s been in exile for many years and would like to go 
back home to Angola. So if you spend some money 

there, you can make his dream come true. 

Kateřina Šedá, Aleš Palán, Lucie Faulerová; For more 
information see: www.katerinaseda.cz

Start in Denisovy sady  where an obelisk stands as 
a symbol of victory over Napoleon. His most famous 
– and victorious – battle happened about half an hour 
from Brno, in Slavkov 〔Austerlitz〕. Then walk along the 
tiny Ulička Václava Havla  which commemorates 
the leader of the Velvet Revolution in 1989 〔the end 
of the Communist era in our country〕 – Václav Havel. 
The street is next to the Husa na provázku theatre as  
a way of commemorating Havel’s non-political past 
as a playwright. The Little Cupid Statue nearby  
is actually the young Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who 
held a concert here at the Reduta theatre at Christmas 
in 1767 when there was a small-pox epidemic in 
Vienna. When standing in front of the Old Town Hall 

 you will see a bent spire on its portico. It was made 
by Anton Pilgram: an architect by day and prankster 
by night – he wanted to show his discontent with 
the low payment he got for this building. And what 
happened when they fired him during the construction 
of the Church of St. James ? The answer is in a 
window of the church tower, walking from Náměstí 
Svobody 〔clue: some nudity is involved〕. Move on to the 
electric lightbulbs  for Thomas Alva Edison, who 
personally supervised the installation of electric light in  

Mahenovo divadlo, the first electrically-lit public 
building in Europe. Unlike the famous Edison, you’ll 
always find Leoš Janáček  among the most 
underrated and overlooked composers; however, 
a character from his still-discussed opera The 
Cunning Little Vixen  has a statue right next to 
the maestro’s garden house . While walking 
there, don’t forget to stop at the newest Brno sculpture 
sensation  and the Statue of Justice  in front 
of the Supreme Administrative Court which wants to 
say that justice is not easy to carry 〔on〕 and you have 
to bear 〔the responsibility〕, ehm... or something like 
that. Despite complaints, the Soviet War Memorial 

 stays on the list of national monuments and thus 
the “hitchhiker”, as the statue is jokingly called, still 
announces that WW2 has ended and Brno is free. 
Buy something for a picnic and head to the much-
feared prison from the era of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire  and see Brno through the eyes - actually, 
the whole head! – of a poet who truly admired it –  
jan Skácel . Finish the walk at the possibly best 
likeness of the founder of the Czechoslovak Republic, 
Tomáš g. Masaryk , who studied at grammar school 

in Brno.
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WWW. .TRAVELUSE-IT

USE-IT is tourist info for young people:  
made by locals, no-nonsense and up-to-date. 

Want to stay posted about the new maps coming? 
Please like WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/USE-IT
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